LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
bound to have his character tarnished and his motives
misconstrued. In common with many another legislator,
before and since, he looked upon Ireland as the enfant
terrible of the Empire, as a country of disordered minds
and ideas, and her people as having the weaknesses he
most disliked and none of the virtues he most admired.
Exile in Erin also meant separation from the society of the
lady to whom he was deeply attached, and who in the
following year became his wife. He was filled with
anxiety and forebodings for the future, but was eventually
persuaded to accept the post, and he was created a peer of
the United Kingdom, with the title of Baron Redesdale
of Redesdale in the County of Northumberland.
Ministers were greatly relieved at the satisfactory ending
to a situation which had been causing much anxiety, and
Lord Chancellor Eldon voiced the general feeling of the
Government when he remarked that the appointment
was "the greatest boon that had been conferred on Ire-
land." Sir John Mitford'was Speaker for litde over one
Session.
The appointment was well received in Ireland. Marsden,
the Permanent Under Secretary for Ireland, writing from
Dublin to Sir George Shee, says: "Sir John Mitford's
appointment appears to give general satisfaction here/'
The Dublin papers also were all cordial, and the Dublin
Evening Post of the i6th February published the follow-
ing character sketch of the new Lord Chancellor:
"Sir John Mitford, to whom His Majesty has entrusted
the Irish Seals, has from his earliest practice maintained
a high character at the English Bar and is a lawyer of the
most acknowledged soundness and ability. He has written
on our laws like a man well acquainted with his subject,
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